
ANDERSON CITY COUNCIL
 
PROCLAMATION
 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION
 
AWARENESS MONTH
 

WHEREAS, as a community, we have a responsibility to value, nurture, and protect our children 
to help ensure that they are given every opportunity to reach their full potential; and 

WHEREAS, the prevention of child abuse and neglect is a key component of protecting the safety 
of children; and 

WHEREAS, scientific studies have revealed that the stress of intense adverse experiences like 
child maltreatment can lead to permanent changes in a child's developing brain, negatively 
impacting the child's immune system, learning and memory; and 

WHEREAS, scientific studies confirm a direct link between adverse childhood experiences, and 
adult health including significantly greater risk for substance abuse, suicide, cancer, heart 
disease and other serious illnesses; and 

WHEREAS, prevention of child abuse requires a multi-generational approach of addressing the 
needs of parents and children; and 

WHEREAS, strengthening families' skills and building protective factors can reduce the risk of 
abuse and neglect; and 

WHEREAS, effectively addressing child abuse in our community requires partnerships among 
families, organizations, and the community at large, and 

WHEREAS, through public awareness activities, all citizens can become better informed about 
child abuse and its prevention in our community, as well as considering taking up active roles to 
supporting parents. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Anderson does hereby proclaim the month of 
April 2012 as Child Abuse Prevention Awareness Month in the City of Anderson and calls upon 
all organizations, community members, and businesses to increase their participation in efforts 
to prevent child abuse, thereby supporting and strengthening families in the communities in 
which we live. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Corporate Seal of the City of Anderson 
to be affixed this 3rd day of April, 2012. 

James Yarbrough, Mayor of the City of Anderson 
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