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To: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Anderson Redevelopment Agency
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Date: February 3, 2009

|SUBJECT

Rehabilitation of Landscaping along Highway 273 between North and South Streets

[RECOMMENDATION |

The Executive Director recommends that the Agency Board:

Adopt a resolution making findings required by the California Health and Safety Code for
Southwest Project Area tax increment funding of public improvements along Highway 273.

| FISCAL IMPACT |

Michael Lander, architect for the project, estimates the project to cost $140,000 plus project
management and architecture in the amount of $10,000, for a total of $150,000. This project will be
funded by the Redevelopment Agency with 2008 Tax Increment bond proceeds. Currently, this
project is not included in the adopted budget. If the Agency Board approves this project, staff will
return to the Agency at a subsequent meeting with appropriate budget adjustments.
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| DISCUSSION and BACKGROUND |

In the last several years, the Agency has completed many improvements to East Center and nearby
streets. 'These include streetscape improvements, construction of the new Teen Center/Public
Health building, and now construction of commercial buildings on the comer of South and East
Center Streets and improvements to Fire Station No. 1. In addition, a few of the businesses along
East Center Street have participated in the Agency’s fagade improvement program, improving the

look of their buildings.

Unfortunately, travelers on Highway 273 cannot see all these improvements because their view is
blocked by the tall oleanders separating Highway 273 and the rail road. These oleanders were
installed in 1979 through an agreement with Caltrans, Southern Pacific Railroad, and the City. The
oleanders were appropriate for their time, however, they are now too large and inappropriate for the
“new” downtown. It is likely that business owners will be more willing to invest in their buildings if

visibility from the highway is improved.

This project will remove all of the oleanders and some of the other plants and replace them with
more appropriate planting. New plants will be either taller (trees allowing visibility under the
canopy) or lower growing to the ground. Additionally, the irrigation will be replaced and a cobble
swale will be installed for both aesthetic impact and to improve the clear area along the highway. A
copy of the plan is attached.

In a second item on tonight’s agenda, the City Council will be asked to approve the plans and
specifications and authorize solicitation of bids. The City anticipates opening bids at 2 PM on
Thursday March 12 and ask the City Council to award the bid at their March 17 meeting.

In accordance with the Health and Safety Code, the Agency Board must adopt certain findings, as
noted in the attached resolution, before the project may be funded with Agency funds.

| ATTACHMENTS

1. Resolution adopting Health and Safety Code findings and related actions.
2. Design plan for landscaping improvements.
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ATTACHMENT 1

RESOLUTION NO. ARA 09-

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD O  DIRECTORS OF  THE
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY O THE CITY OF ANDERSON ADOPTING
FINDINGS REQUIRED OF THE CALIFORNIA HEALTIH AND SAFETY
CODE FOR SOUTHWEST REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AREA TAX
INCREMENT FUNDING OF THE CITY OF ANDERSON’S LANDSCAPING
PROJECT ALONG HIGHWAY 273 BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH
STREETS

WHEREAS, the Redevelopment Agency of the City of Anderson (the “Agency”) is a
redevelopment agency, a public body, corporate and politic, duly created, established and
authorized to transact business and exercise powers under and pursuant to the provisions ol the
Community Redevelopment Law of the State of California (the “Law”), including the power to
pay from tax increment funds all or part of the construction of any public improvement within a
project area that is of primary benefit to the project area; and

WHEREAS, a redevelopment plan (the “Plan™) for the redevelopment of an area known
and designated as the “Southwest Redevelopment Project Area” (the “Project Area”) has been
adopted and approved in accordance with the Law; and

WHEREAS, this Governing Board of the Agency (this “Board”) intends by this
resolution to authorize payment, using Project Area tax mcrement, of the costs of constructing
and inspecting a public improvement within the Project Area, specifically the installation of
landscaping along Highway 273 between North and South Streets; and

WHEREAS, the Board desires to make findings in accordance with the Law to fund the
Improvement Project using Project Area tax increment; and,

WHEREAS, the Board desires to authorize the Executive Director to solicit bids for
construction of this project.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the
Redevelopment Agency of the City of Anderson, as follows:

Section 1. The foregoing recitals are true and correct, and this Board hereby so finds and
determines.

Section 2. The Board hereby finds that the Improvement Project is within the Project
Area boundaries and is of primary benefit to the Project Area inasmuch as the Improvement
Project will correct madequate public infrastructure and stimulate revitalization and growth in
the Project Area.

Section 3. The Board hereby finds that there are no other reasonable means of funding
the Improvement Project inasmuch as the City of Anderson’s adopted five year Capital
Improvement Plan identifies no other reasonable source of funds that could be used to fund the
Improvement Project.

Section 4. The Board hereby finds that the payment of Project Area tax increment funds
for the development, construction and inspection of the Improvement Project will assist in



climinating one or more blighting conditions inside the Project Arca and that the development,
construction and inspection of the Improvement Project is consistent with the legally adopted
Implementation Plan inasmuch as the Plan identifies the existing conditions hinder the cconomic
viability of the buildings along Fast Center Street, contributing to blighting conditions in the
Project Area and inasmuch as the Implementation Plan identifies related projects which assist in
climinating these deficiencies.

Section 5. Having made the required findings, the Board hercby authorizes the use of
Project Area tax increment funds for the development, construction and inspection of the
Improvement Project to be owned, operated and maintained by the City of Anderson.

Section 6. This resolution shall become effective immediately upon its passage.
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PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular mecting of the Redevelopment Agency of
the City of Anderson held on this 3rd day of February 2009, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Butch Schaefer, Chairman
ATTEST:

Scott Morgan, Secretary






